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Community-based Correction 

Introduction 

Community-based corrections is defines the penalties that are imposed to a convicted 

individual as the alternatives for incarceration in prisons so that instead of jail terms, they are 

monitored and trained to make sure they are able to integrate with the society members. The 

penalties that constitute the community-based correction include home detainment, teamwork, 

escalated supervisions, day to day reporting, and work discharge as well. These forms of 

correction also focuses on the correction and treatment of alcohol and the abuse of the other 

drugs in the process of encouraging intellectual awareness and management of anger as well. 

The main aim of this essay is to pinpoint the main functions of the community-based correction 

as well as unedifying how the approach is connected to other elements of rehabilitating the 

convicted criminals.   

The main Roles of Community-based Correction  

Community-based correction is majorly concerned with rehabilitation of convicted 

criminals and making them ideal members of the society who can easily co-exists with other 

people without causing chaos or harm to other people. Nonetheless, the roles have also 

undergone significant change to encapsulate other functions.   The numbers of convicts who are 

housed in jails is swelling day after day.  Therefore, it could be ideal if some convicts could be 

housed outside the jails. As such, the home-based correction ensures that the number of convicts 

in prison drop immensely. Also, the measure has been effective in rehabilitating and 

transforming convicts that have been already found guilty.  Typically, many criminals tend to do 
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the crimes after being released from the prisons. Therefore, correction which is done for home-

based convicts train them to become better members of the society.   

Furthermore, home-based correctional services is vital in determining of an offender’s 

probability of going back to their criminal ways. They are likely to go back to committing 

different if not the same crimes they had been convicted of. After a convict is sent for home-

based correction, they are assigned a parole or probation officer who will be responsible for 

overseeing the improvement and changes that are taking place during the correction period.   If 

there are deviation exhibited by the convict, they are responsible for reporting the cases to the 

police station. They are under the obligation to report the improvement to the judge and facilitate 

the judgment of how soon the convict is likely to be set free.  

Also, community-based correction is responsible for helping the offender to become 

helpful members who can seamlessly integrate to the society (Cromwell, 2008). If individual are 

subjected to the through supervision in the prison, the may tend to become hard-headed and 

refuse to engage in activities. The pressure compels them to engage in crime and immoral 

behaviour when they are released to the community. Home-based imprisonment, therefore, is a 

soft way of showing the criminals how they can integrate to society and leaving behind their 

crimes. This form of criminal rehabilitation engage convicts in community-based activities that 

make them feel the joy of mixing with other people while doing duties to the betterment of other 

members of the society.   It is key to ensure that when the criminals are releases back to the 

society, they have already learnt how to coexist with other people without causing chaos.  The 

form of punishment is also acceptable in the eyes of the community as well as in the interest of 

the human rights activist as compared to other forms of punishment such as death.   
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Relation of community-based correction to other elements of criminal rehabilitation  

While community-based form of criminal rehabilitation is effective in reforming 

criminals and making them acceptable members of the society, it works better when it can work 

in connection with other forms correction such as prosecution, law enforcement, courts, and 

defense attorney as well.  Firstly, the court will use the parole and probation officer findings to 

decide to generate additional facts against the prisoner or to help their case simply if the officer's 

report is unfavorable. In the event that positive feedback is indicated in the report from the 

probation and parole officer, the defense attorney will use the details to develop a solid case 

against the prosecuting attorney, particularly if the convicted person is a first-time abuser. 

There is a persistent need for the law-enforcement officers to track the individual’s 

behaviour whilst in the period of home detainment. What the law enforcement officers believe is 

that when there occurs a crime in the area surrounding the convict, they have a high chance of 

being the perpetrators. They are linked to the court of justice in that most of the data that is 

collected regarding the criminal are taken to the court of justice for evaluation. The court also 

require the rehabilitation centers that are set up in the community to submit the documents 

regarding the criminals profile and evidence used against him.  

Conclusion 

 Because of the rapid increase of prisoners in the prisons today, the role of the 

community-based correction in reducing the number cannot be overlooked. The number of 

crimes are also increasing rapidly which makes it necessary to put a strategy that makes the 

convicts better members the society.   The containment of prisoners in the prisons means that 

more funds will be used to create new facilities while the prisons can be detained in their home 



COMMUNITY-BASED CORRECTION                                                                        5 

with a parole officer assigned to them to oversee the progress. Thus, not only is community-

based correction ideal in reforming the law-breakers and integrating them to the society but also 

reduce congestion in the prisons.    
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