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Drive towards terrorism 

Ideologies and beliefs motivates terrorists 

Reports and studies have showed that there are various ideologies and beliefs that have 

been the sources of motivation for terrorism. When such motivators have been instilled in a person 

after they are recruited by terrorisms and militia groups in the quest to achieve political and 

economic goals, the core for suicidal decisions is formed perfectly.  According to Haynes (2009), 

the criminal conduct that can be seen in many criminal does not necessarily describe who they are. 

Instead, they are a manifestation of a common believe where the urge to conduct terror activities 

clouds the personal judgment. The traditional rationality that is generally the mentality and 

philosophy of the party is deeply instilled in a recruiting by demands to fit in and claim violent 

acts. In an individual, the pressure to comply and behave aggressively is influenced by social 

pressure, whilst the collective unit retains the terrorist in the group. After successfully being in a 

group, a terrorist conforms and behaves aggressively on the basis of the beliefs and values of 

groups  

Types of ideologies motivating terrorists 

Many ideas have been found to be the key motivations behind many militia groups such as 

the al Qaeda. For example, political radicalism and intense beliefs in region are key factors that 

motivate many criminals to engage in criminal activities.    The political beliefs are related to the 

urge for the control as well as political gains which could be either power, harming political parties 

and leaders, and destabilizing the government for gains as well.  Haynes assert that many political 

problems have instigated many terror activities.  To propagate ideologies such as socialism and 

communism, many terror group use the terror activities which leads to loss of lives.    
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Today, religion has become a facilitator or motivator for strong believes that compel the 

criminals to conduct their terrorism activities.  Many terrorists who conduct their terror activities 

with religion n propositions, they often seek freedom, recognition, respect, and domination.  

However, Haynes argue that there could be terrorist who conduct they activities in the name of 

religion affiliation and supremacy while there could be other motivates motivating them. Some 

seek funds to finance their terror activities.  The hidden motives could be centered on economic, 

social influence, and political supremacies.  Islamism is one of the religion whose members have 

been involved in many religion-based education.  
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